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Technical exercises are a necessary part of building an advanced technique. The 
best ones are focused on particular areas of study. While such studies are efficient, 
they are often dry, unmusical and just not much fun to play. This new book from JB 
Linear Music uses passages from Mozart, Borodin, Brahms and other great 
composers. They are more than simple excerpts because they concentrate on 
particular technical goals of advanced clarinet playing. They are also offer more than 
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look for the JB Linear Music offerings at the end of the book.  One complete piece, 
The Marriage of Figaro Overture by Mozart, is included as a bonus. 
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Speed and Agility
From The Witches' Sabbath movement of Symphonie Fantastique, Berlioz
Goal: Play up to tempo and completely even. Performance Notes: Start by (1) playing an A major scale, (2) then 
practice the selection slowly with a metronome, gradually increasing the speed. (3) Use the suggested rhythmic
variations to build evenness. Using these will highlight the weak or uneven note changes. This three step 
way of practicing can be used successfully on many of the challenging selections in this book.

suggested rhythmic variations



Presto

2 From The Marriage of Figaro Overture, Mozart (A clarinet)

Goal: To play with seamless lightness and grace. Performance Notes: Concentrate on playing effortlessly....not
forced or difficult sounding. Play the eighth note patterns smoothly, with no apparent breaks or unevenness. Work
at producing a tonguing sound that has a clean, clear beginning and never harsh or ponderous. Yes, the scale 
figures at (A) are tongued. Keep the air moving.

(one beat to the bar)
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From Polovetsian Dances, Borodin (Bb clarinet)

Goal: Fast and brilliant playing, a great exercise in triplet scale patterns. Performance Notes: Practice slowly 
using varied articulations such as slur-2, tongue-1; tongue-1, slur-2; slur every 3 notes. As you get it faster, play
off the  groups as indicated by the slurs.  At (A) and following, take care not to be late after the tie.



Allegro

51Bonus Selections
(How can you have music from the Masters without Bach and Beethoven?)

From Concerto in D minor for Violin, Oboe and Strings, J.S. Bach
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Andante con moto
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52 From Fifth Symphony, Second movement by Beethoven




